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BRIEF " COMMUNICATION

GAS I 'RO-INTESTINAL PARASITESOFFERALCATS
IN THE NORTHERNTERRITORY.

I hfl feral till. /('/'>
I atti\. is well CStqbHHltcJ as N pK-ditUti

in Australia mo! lefils on iiuects, [jib. amphibians. fcfirUs,

reptiles nil J nulive am' introduced mammals' SiSVfifftl

surveys ftl ilu- gasiro-intcslinal parasites of I'cral Cflh hwa
been carried mil in south-eastern Australia

1

' ''. the .species

and prevalence o( Ihe parasites encountered . ;.r\ «««g

between states. dependim 1

. on available lood mhiivc* ami

c1imulc_ In Lifts xivitly WCpresent information 013 tbe unMn«-

intestinal parasites recovered liom lend cats collected ftftffl

ihe Northern lerriiory. a region IWittl which only limited

ilaia turivuilv cxifti

Stall liom Ihe Parks ;mkI Wildlife CflMDltMfijftO ill 'he

Northern Teoitory napped and/or shot I'ftfi feral eals foi

litis study hclween 1001 and 1003 Twenty WO Itt

originated Irom Wnktrrka (Kiues Canyon) National Park

MMUh-weslol Alice Spurns \1\ 2()'..nd25 20'S. 130 SO'

u» I C 43'£). 23 from an area norill of liar MncDoinietl

Ranges horn Citen Helen Gorge to Vmnbah and Alconi:i

Sialnnu i:?' 50' Ui 2.i 45' S *H.V JO' to i <4 SS'B) 15

ucur Mount Davidson in the faiiaim IX-seil Wildlife

Saiiuum), north-west \-l Aliee Springs (20" 20' lo ?0' S3
1

S. I H? 1

25'tU 133
: 55'K), ti in die Davenport Knnge.s thai.

Murray Downs Station via Burrow t'reek (3U s 0'|o 2V1

IMV s." I24
1

HI' i" 124 :v l.i. SI farm Ufa Nut*

(AlpumdolauO (20 2o'to 21 UPS, 137 50' to US" 10'

l.i on the Barkis Tablelands. IS horn ihe northern Rtuily

Tablelands ( 17 5<)To tO'45'S. LU 00"io I 37 ' OO'H, ami

l

l Mt«>ni Manakat lr> KiilheniK- (12 *5'lot4 30' S l*j

20' to I
47 " 20>;t Mmlh-casl ol Darwin,

The siomaths til the Lais were opened so Hull uudiycsied

contents toitkl he identified and Ihen Hie entiic g^StfO-

micstiiut Wfltf* were preserved in 10'c formalin in 70^1

cthanol. The preserved material was transported io Adehiide

Tabi i I fiwtifence til hiunstintti hetmtuth fmuwftti fituntf

nt i$K laui i an from tin Ntwtktwn lirrttow.
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where pai.i sites wen ivnmud and WUflicO LLM1U? ;|

di-.sn -line niii_'ntsco|U- :ind hilei'. afk'l lhi-\ hail been i'leureil

in laeiophenol. id"etilified employing a L-i»iiipitiiiid

tnicm-setipi.-. When present, ieci.il samples \\c\c exaitnned

for pro(o/oa usine rrnlrdiitial lloijiuni in •^itiiuik-d MgSQ,
sutution

\lun of the hehtnnihs iuuml t'liible 1 1 haw beta

icpoilcd previously in surveys nt Teral tats fi'uni New Siwilli

Wales. Vieioriu and Tusniania [AncvfoitfuVUi itiharfi'iint;

C\uilia\f)inirn ilusvtirntis, TbfrttUJtt ran. Sfuromeint

VtiiUUii. Ifnni't hii-iiiatt>nrr,i\\ iiltlutUjOi llWK UIV

.anifiianl diffeietkV.s in pivvaletiee heiween *(.nes Ihf

principal dilfeifiki-' lu-tween iliisMirve> ami pivviotis oitcs

i* (he very low prtvale^cc m 7 tf/ti in ihe Nordicm

Toinoi-y Only Oil'/ ol ihe eals examined had no parasiies

Avanlhneephalaii p;iriisiks ul llii nny in leral c il

poptilniton?; el>cwhere have l>ecn rclerrcd l<> a>. QtyfyvfO

sp ] '
'. Sthiiiidt' ulemiticil the .-.peeks ,is (in, twin

l>t>iiuth\\t'»>ti Until llv dinyn. (jiuis fnntifitins Jiukh. anil

feral eat aei as dtliiniiye hosu. with larval Maer>. uuuurrfiig

l.imIlt ihe skin of .i smii-ty i\t pjiSNerine hird.e 0nacftkt

pi'/tnttoMomi was tliC mosl eommunly deieek-d pinasik- in

ilns studs rind was also present in l.irv'e nnmhers in many of

Ihe rats. Atllnm^h wiinnv weic luuiid with thrii pioboseis

deeply eniheddcd into the intestinal mtiema. the assoeiated

paiholi^ieal iL-aLiions were litni'ted to an itilkiitimai"i y

ilUUImtP annind |lic pinhnsLis. dikvlcd ishi-n liistoloeicul

seciittcs' svere examined. This parasite was n*u nxuveivd

Irntn 10 eats m the uiea smith Crl Owrwin hm was present in

animals hrun ah oi it! areas of Hie Northern Teiotoiv. Ike

laive numbers ul O, ponuito^unni found in eats suggests

thai birds constitute a siyiidkani item ol their diei. allliou^h

a la:k ol .Jala on abundance Of 'bis p:ir;isHc m pauknK.

hosts piesent i more detailed conclusions from bciny. drawn

PIlYSiihipttTtt {IMPfiUtHilh and Ahhn\imu }uiMusf>itufti

have been reported from feral cats and dou> | rnl n the

Northern Territory oil a single occasion, The evidence here

conlmns that /' f>nti{>utiniis is a iclalively comiiuin pavasUe

nt' Icral eals mecntial Australia. Ahhnxnaa iut>h{spiaiht i-

nonnally a parasite <>\ varanitl liyards" hut. app.iienlly. Will

develop also in the stomach ol cats Ryan- luuiid a

'Vli\Mihtfthui
u

sp. present in cats in New Soudi WalcS bni

ut that time dismissed »l as an incidental |>arasiie It may

have beer T. luiMospu tiiu but Ihe lot k \t\ deposited

j-u' aniens makes it impossible to confirm this hypothesis.

Atiivlosunutt tuhtit'fotvu' is ^cncrallv considered to ht»

Ihe common liuokwoiut of domestic eats' but records to

t(aic -ugex'st thai il |* nucomiiioii in ferul cats cscept m
iho>^ collected in the vicmity of .Sydney-. \. iiihtnfornu

was widely distributed m the Norlhctti Icrittory, oeeinrmi:

most iVcquently hi cats Horn the Kin^s Canyon area, the

MacDonnell Kane.es ami Muriay Downs Station. Inlectioi;

consisted of small numbers o( Worms (maxinium numbei -

It) A single cal was found inJ'celed v\nh \. ivnmunh it

parasiie moie eommonlv found in eiinids in Northern

Ausiijdia H
: this cal harboured only ftVfi adtill worms.

An immature specimen ol (UiulltosUwui \('im\;vnini was
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louiul in Ihe stomach olacal collected in KlOgK Canyon, (i,

Kpinigerum has been found sporadically in feral eul.s in

Australia'' ;

' but appears to be uncommon.

The identity of Taenia tat'niat'fornris was confirmed by

counting and measuring the large mid small loxtellar hooks

liom 13 cestode scoleces and comparing the data with those

provided by Verster 1 ". Spmnm-im erhmcei was detected in

all of the cats Collected in the area to the south ol Darwin
bul in only ciyht cats ('com the other areas ol' the Northern

Territory. J hi*, may he due to the fact that ihe dr-.i

intermediate nOSI Of this parasite is a fresh-walrr crustacean

ol' the genus Cvr/ry/v 11 and the pools of fresh water

necessary for its transmission are less, frequent in arid areas

Parasites such as Dipxltdiuin t animtm, Ihtrinaria

\ii/h>rrplmla and Cylicoxpinwt fcihtcus, present in other

surveys, were no! found,

Faecal evanimalions revealed two species of coceidia.

haspora ((lis in 9.6$ of 1
4<-* cats and / rivnfia in O. 1 )'/

.

Both are common parasites ol caLs and can cause disease in

younger annuals, The majority ol the cats examined were

'hJulis and this could explain the low prevalence of

coccidi.in infectious (including the ahsence of 'foxttpktsntu

y,tnuiH) in thl8 and other surveys 1

Additional iiemauHies. I <htnomtna vmctuft), Kirtnluuit

mt\Htir\i and \\attati\irntixxhts ch-noli were rarely found

and (licit presence was presumably the result ot tlic

iiI'.vmhhi ol native mammals and reptiles which are Ihe

noiuiiil hosts ol these parasites Similarly, die ingestion M
birds would explain the presence ^\' female nematodes ol

ApWCta sp. In the stomachs ol two cats, Other parasites

collected from intestinal contents and faeces but obviously

related to the ingestion of rodent hosts were ihnnnk\\ sp,

and P\ott ! ti>aics sp. X&tapxSilto \rxah!i\. a Ilea found

commonly on Ratfas viliosiwimus was found in Ihe

stomach of cats from Ihe Lake Nur>h aica and llie mile.

/.iit/apy hapulofi, a parasite of NptOtJWH "-pp.. was found in

cats from the Tanami Desert area. Another accidental

parasite recovered was Sxft/tunu ulnwhiitt an o\yuiid

parasitic in ihe caecum of rodents.

The information presented here identifies n greater

variety ol parasites ocCLinring in feral cats in the Northern

Territory than previous sLudies have found. It identities /'

firttpptiiiufa as a common parasite and demonstrates that

cats are frequently infected with A. hasSasjnndir h also

confirms ihal the feral cal pteys on native mammals, birds

and icpliles. This is particularly so in the case ot birds, with

ihe Initio numbers rrf i) pifnnila\h>mi Suggesting frequent

predalrofc
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Representative specimens o\' all of the helminths

collected have been deposited with (he Australian

Hemmiliologica! Collection, South Australian Museum.
Registration numbers AIIC 20181 to 31)231
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